A system for insuring success of long-term supportive periodontal therapy.
The article describes a program of supportive periodontal therapy (SPT) for patients who have been treated for periodontal disease. Emphasis is placed on identifying the specific supportive therapy needs of periodontally treated patients as distinct from the needs of patients who are not at risk for periodontal disease. The critical components of SPT for clinical practice are defined and discussed. The parameters necessary for a through clinical and radiographic assessment are outlined. The use of assessment data to direct therapy is explained. Implementation of site-specific therapeutic measures as well as the use of evaluative procedures to assure appropriate long-term care are defined.